
 

Media attention in the Grove this summer 
 

It was an interesting summer for the HSOG as we were contacted by Public Broadcasting 

System (PBS) to help them with two different TV programs about Ocean Grove. The 

first was by Emil Salvini  producer and emcee of the program Tales of the Jersey Shore. 

The crew from this show made several visits here in “the Grove”. They interviewed Bill 

Bailey, Ralph Del Campo, Dale Whilden and John Shaw, among others. They shot foot-

age in the museum and the Great Auditorium. They asked to film a business which was 

historic so they interviewed Arnold Teixeria of Days and filmed there. 

 

They went on to the Great Auditorium and the tents, interviewing several of the tenters, 

then filming the interior and exterior of their tents. 

 

The time for the view of this program has not as yet been scheduled, but we will notify 

you of its play date by email. (If we do not have your email address, please forward it to 

us as soon as possible.) For those of you without email, we will place the date of the 

show in both the Coaster and the Asbury Park Press.  

 

The second request came from the program This Old House. This program is currently 

running a series of six programs about the Jersey Shore and the aftermath of Sandy. The 

hour long program is divided into segments. The first segment covers three houses which 

were destroyed in Sandy and follows them through the six programs showing the pro-

gress made each time. The segment about Ocean Grove will feature tent life in the 

Grove, with emphasis on the Kenyon tent on Front Circle. This Old House will feature 

this show in early November, before you get this newsletter, then again in January. 

Check your local TV listings for time and channel. The episodes can also be viewed 

online at http://www.thisoldhouse.com/toh/tv/video/. 

 

 

 

 

 

Purchase your  

House Tour and 

Tent Tour Tickets 

early! 

President’s Message 2 

Treasurer’s Report 2 

Dollhouse Exhibit 2 

Thonley Chapel, Est. 1889 3 

Summer in the Grove! 4-5 

Beersheba Awards Banquet 6 

Cottage Update 7 

Timeless Treasures: Saving Your 

Memories from Disaster! 

7 

 

Mark your calendars for our annual House Tour , Friday, July 18. For reservations  call 732-774-1869  
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President’s Message                    
 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! To all those 

who helped make this 2013 season so successful. 

Again we had more than 5,000 visitors to our muse-

um. More than 400 took part in our walking tours, 

130 participated in our workshops, and 900 visited 

our Centennial Cottage. Despite extremely high tem-

peratures on tour day, our House Tour was most 

successful. A new addition to our calendar was a 

Tent Tour to benefit the Together Fund, especially 

Thornley Chapel. It was so well received we will 

host it again next year, again to benefit Thornley 

Chapel. Two well attended Auctions plus two Post-

card Shows rounded out our season. We are most 

grateful to all those who worked at these events. We 

could not exist without you. I hope you viewed the 

TV show “This Old House” which included a seg-

ment about Ocean Grove. The HSOG hosted the 

crew from this show as well as PBS’s “Tales of the 

Jersey Shore” which can be viewed at a later date. 

We will keep you informed as to viewing schedules 

for both shows.  

  

We have recently upgraded to a better e-mail data-

base, making it much easier to keep in touch with 

you more often through e-mail. Please make sure we 

have your correct email. Send us an e-mail at in-

fo@oceangrovehistory.org or call the Museum at 

(732)774-1869. 

  

Currently, we are working on the 2014 schedule. A 

tentative schedule is included in this newsletter. We 

hope you will support us again in 2014 by renewing 

your membership, volunteering to help us as  a do-

cent or at a show, and most important attend our 

events. Gail D. Shaffer 
 

Treasurer’s Report  
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Since its founding in 1970, 

the Historical Society of 

Ocean Grove has pledged 

itself  to preserve, docu-

ment, and encourage com-

munity interest in the his-

tory of Ocean Grove.  The 

purpose of this non-profit 

Society is to sustain the 

heritage and honor of be-

ing designated a National 

Historic District.  A legacy 

of past tradition which in 

current practice is pre-

served and includes: 

 

 The Camp Meeting 

heritage of Ocean 

Grove and Ocean 

Grove’s unique history 

 The family seashore  

resort of natural beau-

ty that has welcomed 

and delighted vaca-

tioners including U.S. 

presidents and other 

famous people 

 The Historic District 

buildings, structures, 

and objects that we 

control and maintain 

 The largest assem-

blage of authentic Vic-

torian  architecture in 

the nation established 

as a 19th century 

planned community. 

page 2 

ACCOUNT 10-31-2013 

Operational/Payroll Account $24,756.24 

Fountain Fund $4,297.60 

Angel of Victory Fund $8,407.87 
 

Mary Buckman Cottage 

Endowment Fund $5,315.92 

Endowment Fund $2,743.66 

Savings 18 mo CD $10,539.90 

 

   Like us on facebook to stay up 

    to date with all the day to day  

      happenings of the HSOG! 

Come One, Come All to the Small-

est Show in Town!    
 

This year’s Dollhouse Exhibit, ALL SMALL, will 

feature Dollhouses, Room Boxes, unusual and artis-

tic miniature dwellings and miniature paintings done 

by 3 professional artists from the Main Avenue Gal-

leria in Ocean Grove. 

 

The dates of the exhibit are:  Saturday, November 

30th  11am – 4:30pm, Saturday, December 7th 11am 

– 4:30pm and Sunday December 8th  12 noon to 

3:30pm.   Come and visit your Museum during this 

festive season.  Vicki Bacolo 

A sincere thank you to all 

our summer museum docents, 

Centennial Cottage docents, 

House Tour docents, volun-

teers at our auctions and 

shows! We could not have 

done it without you! 
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Thornley Chapel, est. 1889  
 

Nestled on the corner of Pilgrim Pathway and Mt. Tabor Way, 

Thornley Chapel has been an integral part of Ocean Grove since 

1889. While much smaller in stature than the Great Auditorium, it is 

of equal historical value. This sweet, front gabled, chapel, with a 

central pediment porch, flanked by gothic arched stained glass win-

dows has been a constant and faithful contributor to our historic dis-

trict. The central rose window creates a unique focal point.   

 

Thornley Chapel was established in 1889 and dedicated to the ser-

vices of the youth in the community. Dr. James H. Thornley, for 

whom Thornley Chapel is named, was a charter member of the 

Camp Meeting Association. He was the first superintendent of the 

Ocean Grove Sabbath School. He was the first to suggest a small 

building on the Camp grounds, dedicated specifically to the services 

of the youth. Dr. Thornley died in February 1889, before such a 

structure could come to fruition. At the May 1889 meeting of the 

Association, Dr. Stokes brought forth the idea of a Memorial Chapel 

to Dr. Thornley, a committee was appointed and a building at the 

northwest corner of Pilgrim Pathway and Mt. Tabor Way was re-

modeled. The cost of improvements, with the necessary furniture 

and a small organ was $2,774.58. Thornley Chapel first opened for 

services on June 30, 1889. 

 

For 124 years, Thornley Chapel has continued to serve the commu-

nity of Ocean Grove, the youth in particular. Every summer, Thorn-

ley Chapel is opened Monday-Friday at 9am for Ocean Grove’s Fa-

mous Children’s Meetings for children ages 3 ½ to 7, offering Bible 

lessons, songs, games and crafts. Over the years, thousands of chil-

dren have attended Thornley Chapel to be introduced to God and the 

traditions of Ocean Grove. 

 

In addition to serving the youth of Ocean Grove, Thornley Chapel 

has served a variety of groups to meet a variety of community needs. 

A historical photo from our archives shows a meeting of the Civilian 

Defense First Aid Class on April 2, 1951.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A search through our archives revealed that during the winter 

months of the late 1960’s, Camp Meeting President Charles Carpen-

ter opened Thornley Chapel to be used as a Social Center for Ocean 

Grove’s adult citizens September 15th-May 15th, Monday-Friday 

10:00-4:00. 

 

The beautiful Victorian architecture and intimate interior of the 

Chapel has also made it an ideal setting for weddings. Every sum-

mer, brides and grooms can be seen exiting Thornley Chapel and 

spilling into Auditorium Park to take pictures and greet their guests.   

  

Marty Rakita, a lifelong tenter, remembers attending Thornley Chap-

el as a child. She recalls Mrs. Leo and doing group calisthenics in 

Auditorium Park after attending Thornley Chapel. Did you attend 

Thornley Chapel as a child? Were you married in Thornley Chapel? 

We would love to hear your story and add it to our archives. Please 

send in a written account of your experiences and your contact infor-

mation to the HSOG Museum along with any photos you might 

have.  

Civilian Defense First Aid Class, April 2, 1951 

held in Thornley Chapel 

Children gathered in front of Thornely Chapel circa 1930.       

Mrs. A. H. Leo, leader 
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Teddy Bear Tea Fun! 

Our summer exhibit of the Severs’ 

Women of 35 Atlantic was very 

well received! 

“John Philips 

Sousa” visited 

us at our June 

Program 

Meeting. 
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The ladies of 

the HSOG  

celebrate 

America’s 

birthday! 

We had over 400 visitors join us for 

walking tours to learn a little bit 

more about Ocean Grove! 

Beersheba Preservation 

Awards 
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Nominations for Beersheba Awards accepted as of April 15, 2014 

91 Embury Avenue 

Beersheba Award Winners 
 

In June the Society again held the annual Beersheba Awards dinner at the Starving Artist Restaurant. At that time awards were 

given to homeowners, businesses, individuals and groups who have contributed their time, effort and resources to restore and/or 

generate activities that are in keeping with the historic and traditions of Ocean Grove. This year’s homeowner winners were  91 

Embury Avenue, 94 Embury Avenue, 3 Main Avenue, 16 Sea View Avenue, 88 Clark Avenue, 24 1/2 Atlantic Avenue. A New 

Construction award was given 26 Atlantic Avenue. A Streetscape Award was given to 48, 50, 52 & 54 Pitman Avenue. Individual 

civic award was given to Bob Eastin for his involvement in the dune construction in Ocean Grove. Two group civic awards were 

given, the first to Calvary Chapel Relief for their dedicated restoration in the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy and the second to Dr. 

Dale Whilden, Ralph Del Campo and Bill Bailey for bringing Ocean Grove together in the aftermath of Superstorm Sandy.  

94 Embury Avenue 

 
3 Main Avenue 

 

16 Sea View Avenue  

 
88 Clark Avenue 

 

24 1/2 Atlantic Avenue 
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A  very special Thank You to Jed Schroeder, Bob Truet and Bill Bush for replacing the fence 

around the Fountain in Founders Park.  It looks much nicer with the snow fence around the 

Fountain.  Every year the Beautification Committee plants flowers around the Fountain and main-

tains it during the summer.  This year the flowers were spectacular!  

Cottage Update 
 

Despite Hurricane Sandy last fall, Centennial Cottage was fortunate 

not to sustain any damage and was ready to open the third week of 

June for the summer walking tours.  900 visitors toured the cottage 

and we thank those visitors who returned for second and third visits 

and brought friends and family with them to view the Cottage. 

  

Fourteen workshops were scheduled for the gardens of Centennial 

Cottage.  Thirteen were held and 127 people participated.  Three 

additional workshops were scheduled for the museum as they were 

offered in the spring and fall.  We thank all who participated and the 

2014 schedule will be listed on our website in the winter.  

    

Our children’s program, The Teddy Bear Tea, was held in Au-

gust.  Children and their teddy bears visited Starving Artist’s porch 

for arts and crafts, the gardens of Centennial Cottage for story time, 

and the cottage itself to locate teddy bears and historical arti-

facts.  Children returned to Starving Artist for lunch, games were 

played and ice cream from Days was enjoyed by all.  We so appreci-

ate the generosity of Arnold and Dave for allowing us to use their 

facilities, and thanks are in order to our instructors, Jean, Gayle, 

Louise and Natasha, for providing their talents in working with our 

guests. Please check our summer 2014 schedule for our children’s 

programs. 

    

Finally, our gratitude knows no bounds as we thank all the docents 

who generously gave of their time and talents to share the history of 

Ocean Grove with our visitors.  We are looking forward to working 

with you next summer and as always, we are ready to welcome any-

one who wishes to join this wonderful group who cares for Centen-

nial Cottage. 

Timeless Treasures: Saving Your Memories 

from Disaster! 

The Historical Society of Ocean Grove and the libraries of Asbury 

Park and Neptune will sponsor a digital preservation session on 

March 22, 2014 from 9:30-1:30 and once again in summer 2014. 

The March session will be held at the Neptune Library and the sum-

mer session will be held at the Ocean Grove Community Room. 

This digital session will help library patrons preserve personal col-

lections of print, photographs, slides and audio-visual material in-

cluding VHS, 8mm and 16mm film. These groups have partnered 

with Innovative Document Imaging, a leading provider of digital 

imaging services to provide digital preservation services to patrons. 

Once exclusive to industry, IDI’s Digital Memory Media brings 

secure, professional preservation services to individuals at an afford-

able price. Twenty percent of all proceeds from the program will be 

credited to pay for the indexing of the Ocean Grove Record, the 

Ocean Grove Times as well as some early Asbury Park papers. 

 

Like libraries and archives, individuals and small businesses have 

valuable collections of important papers, photographs, slides and/or 

audio-visual material such as VHS tapes and 8mm and 16mm film 

that require careful attention to maintain. Storing paper requires con-

siderable space and is expensive. Irreplaceable items can be lost due 

to damage and age. Digital Memory Media allows individuals to 

preserve valuable personal and business collections of print, photo-

graphic and a/v materials with the same secure, professional quality 

imaging once available only to institutions. 

 

IDI Digital Memory Media advisors will be on hand March 22, 9:30

-1:30, to counsel patrons on the best way to digitally preserve their 

collections. Materials can be brought to the workshop, dropped off 

for preservation at IDI’s secure New Jersey facility or arrangements 

can be worked out for a pick up or shipping. Once scanned and dig-

itized, all material will be returned to patrons alongside permanent 

digital copies on DVD disks. Patrons can also arrange permanent 

storage for documentary collections, if desired. Please consider 

making a reservation to have your material assessed by calling the 

Neptune Public Library at (732)775-8241. 

Join us!  

April 28, 2014, 7:00pm 

Francis Asbury Manor 

 Joe Bennett, former Ocean 

Grove resident and Township 

Clerk, will be presenting his 

memories of Ocean Grove. 

Creative minds at work at our summer Paper Cutting workshop held 

in the beautiful gardens of Centennial Cottage! 



Don’t Forget to Don’t Forget to Don’t Forget to    

Renew your 2014 Renew your 2014 Renew your 2014    

Membership using the Membership using the Membership using the 

enclosed envelope! The enclosed envelope! The enclosed envelope! The 

HSOG appreciates HSOG appreciates HSOG appreciates 

your support! your support! your support!       

www.oceangrovehistory.org 

NON PROFIT ORG 

US Postage Paid 

Red Bank, NJ 

Permit No. 313 

Museum Artifact Donations 2013 

Bennett, Joseph One 35 mm projector Nolan, Brendan A “Mrs. Wagner’s” pie tin 

Carmichael, Carolyn Four pairs of vintage gloves Pah, Valri One child’s potty chair 

Castle, Stacey 
Antique brass lamps and several framed 

prints 
Philo, David Methodist Missionary Society book; 1891 

Crespo, Anne 
Various Auditorium programs and cas-

settes 
Rakita, Martha Guide to American House; 1984 

Downing, Phyllis & 

Harvey 

Key and lock for Auditorium seats, 

counter 
Ruding, 

Margaret 

Various O.G. magazines, newspapers and 

brochures 

Gabrielan, Randall A signed Monmouth County book; 2011 Sena, Flo O.G. postcards; 1950’s 

Golden, Karen O.G. Hymns and Choruses book; 1954 Simon, Nan Several North End Hotel related items 

Herr, Karla An iron bed frame; 1970’s Skold, Mary List of builders—19 Ocean Ave.; 1891 

Kuebler, Alexandra 

& Townsend, Eleanor 

Four books by Alix Townsend on OG, 

Australia 
Tannahilll, Leslie 

Ocean Grove photographs of the 1944 hurri-

cane 

Leopold, Jeffrey O.G. glass plate negatives Valentine Aerial photo of the Great Auditorium 

Maccaro, Robin U.S. Postal box list, O.G. Walton, Mary 
A wedding dress, two bridesmaid dresses 

and an 1878 illustration 

Matthies, Judy Items related to the Severs sisters Wehr, Richard A sign from the Lillagaard Hotel 

Nieuwenhouse,  

Florence 
Ocean Grove hymn books   


