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The HSOG is a non-profit 501(3)(C) 
independent organization. This news-
letter is published by the HSOG. It is 
written and edited by its members.  

Enhanced Research Capability Will 
Be Available this Summer in Museum 

 

Those interested in the past 
will now have the opportunity 
to read old editions of local 
newspapers through our web 
site beginning this summer.  
Because of a grant from the 
State, the Society will digitize 
the Ocean Grove Times/Record 
(1876-1983) and the Asbury 
Park Journal/Press (1879-
1903).  These papers are pres-
ently on microfilm which is not  
a user friendly technology,  

as articles are difficult to read 
and search.  Their use is lim-
ited to one user at a time in 
one place and to non-electronic 
browsing.   

The advent of digital technol-
ogy has provided the historic 
researcher the ability to scan 
large amounts of information 
for specific subjects. It will also 
provide this information in full 
page image format so that the 
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Mission 
 

Since its founding in 1970, the Histori-
cal Society of Ocean Grove has pledged 
itself to preserve, document, and en-
courage community interest in the his-
tory of Ocean Grove. The purpose of 
this non-profit Society is to sustain the 
heritage and honor of being designated 
a National Historic District. A legacy of 
past tradition which in current practice 
is preserved that includes: 

• the Camp Meeting heritage of 
Ocean Grove and Ocean Grove’s 
unique history, 

• the family seashore resort of natu-
ral beauty that has welcomed and 
delighted vacationers including U.S. 
presidents and other famous peo-
ple, 

• the Historic District buildings, struc-
tures, and objects that we control 
and maintain, 

• the largest assemblage of authentic 
Victorian architecture in the nation 
established as a 19th  century 
planned community. 
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PRESIDENT’S 
 MESSAGE 

We have already had three 
very successful events: April 
12th Postcard Show; April 28th      
General Meeting; and May 15th 
Theatre Party.  Our antique 
auction which includes many 
outstanding shore area col-
lectibles is next on May 23rd.  
At our April 28th General Meet-
ing, Gayle Aanensen talked 
about her book The Little 
Rough Rider At The Jersey 
Shore which utilizes the his-
tory of 1905 in Ocean Grove 
as the location for this chil-
dren’s book. The annual 
budget for 2008-2009 was 
also approved at this meeting.       

A major effort to update and 
modernize our web site is al-
most completed.  Please take 
time to look it over at 
www.oceangrovehistory.org.  

We welcome Freddie Castle as 
the Chair of the Education 
Committee and are sure her 
efforts will keep our strategic 
plan on target. There are 
other committees that need 
co-chairs so please consider 
being more involved. Please 
call or email me at the Mu-
seum if you are interested. 

By Herbert Bachmann 

TREASURER’S 
REPORT 

      

The April 1, 2008  balance in the 
Society’s operational account is 
$8,787.57 which includes  funds 
to open the Centennial Cottage 
for the season.  Our fledgling 
Founder’s Park Fountain Resto-
ration Fund is $338.10. The 
Mary Buckman Centennial Cot-
tage Endowment Fund is 
$5,385.28.  Our savings account 
totals $29,113.91. 

Newsletter Editor 

Gail Shaffer 

Enhanced Research Capability 
Will Be Available this 
Summer in Museum 

(Continued from page 1) 

researcher can view it in context as originally published.  Users 
will be able to access news stories about Ocean Grove and As-
bury Park from the previous two centuries with simple search 
terms.  In addition, they will be able to look at the entire issue 
which means they will find  history in its context complete with 
long forgotten news items pertinent to the day, advertisements 
of popular products and services of the time, and editorial com-
ments reflecting the era’s sentiments.   

A computer located in our museum will integrate access to these 
digitized records via our web portal.  The plan is to have this pro-
ject completed  and available for use in July. 

LIBRARY                
& ARCHIVES      

The HSOG is always looking for 
any Ocean Grove memorabilia 
or souvenirs. This year we are 
doing a mini exhibit on the 
Auditorium Ushers. If you have 
any dinner invitations, reunion 
programs, pins, Archie Griffith 
drawn cards, or any other arti-
facts, they would be greatly 
appreciated and will be added 
to our permanent archives. 

We have received a wonderful 
collection of clothing and tex-
tiles. We are looking for some-
one to take over the job of ex-
amining, dating, and preparing 
them for storage or display.  
Please contact the Museum if 
you are interested in helping 
us preserve these treasures. 



Spring, 2008 HSOG Newsletter Page  3 

 

Streetscape.  A form for nomi-
nations can be found below.  
When making a nomination, be 
sure to include your name and 
home phone number, the name 
and address of the nominee, as 
well as a description listing the 
reasons you feel an award 
should be given.  Include photos 
of the restoration effort, correct-
ness of materials, Victorian ex-
pression, and compatibility with 
surroundings.  Please list ac-
complishments if you are nomi-

We need your help.  It is time 
for our Beersheba Award Din-
ner, and we need your help to 
determine those that should re-
ceive this year’s awards. The 
annual dinner will be held June 
23, 2008, at the Starving Artist 
Restaurant at Days at 6:00 p.m.  
This will be the 13th year of the 
Beersheba Awards that honor 
homeowners, groups, busi-
nesses, and individuals who 
have contributed their time and 
effort to renovate, restore, and/
or generate activities which are 
in keeping with the history and 
tradition of Ocean Grove. 

Please help us to make these 
awards special again this year 
by participating in two ways.  
First, as mentioned above, we 
ask you to nominate possible 
award winners.  Please take the 
time to look around at the out-
standing work being done in 
Ocean Grove by individuals, 
businesses and organization.  
Send us your suggestions for 
award winners by June 1.  Cate-
gories are Civic, Group Civic, 
Commercial, Homeowners, and 

nating a group or person.  The 
second way you can participate 
and help us is to join us on June 
23 at the dinner.  Fill out and 
return the reservation form 
found on the following page with 
your check for $30 by June 16.  
A buffet dinner will be served. 

We should be proud of the ef-
forts in preserving our town.  
We must continue to guard our 
Victorian treasures.  Help us to 
honor those who have. 

   Beersheba Award Dinner to be Held June 23   
We Need Your Help! 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

*************************************************************************** 

Nomination Form for Historical Preservation Award 
 We wish to nominate the following:       
 Commercial  ______________________________ Residential________________________________ 
                                          

Person or Group ___________________________ Streetscape  _______________________________ 

 

Name of Nominee ____________________________________________________________________   

 

Address  ________________________________  Phone _____________________________________ 

   

Provide your name and phone number:        ______________  
     

Return by June 4, 2008, to:  HSOG, Post Office Box 446, Ocean Grove, NJ  07756-0446                 

                      Complete other side for narrative description. 
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Please reserve                  places for the Awards Banquet Buffet Dinner 

        (Enclosed is $30.00 for each reservation) 
 

 Tables for 4, 6, or 8; indicate your tablemates.  

 

Cost includes: Salad Greens, Rigatoni with Sun Dried Tomato Cream Sauce, Chicken Breast with Artichokes & 
Capers and Roast Beef Carving Station, Roasted Rosemary Potatoes, Grilled Asparagus, Whipped Cream 
Sheet-Cake, Beverages & Gratuity. 

 
NAME              
      
ADDRESS            
 

PHONE            
 
Please send Check to:   HSOG 

                                   P.O. Box 446, 

     Ocean Grove, NJ  07756-0446 

 

Deadline: June 18, 2008            Make checks payable to HSOG or you may now 

                charge on your Visa, MasterCard or Discover 

                by calling the Museum at 732-774-1869. 
 

Note: Limited seating available 
 

**************************************************************************************** 

 

 
Please list the reasons that you feel are significant in support of this nomination. 

Reasons should consider the visual composition of the restoration effort, correctness of materials, Victorian 
expression, and compatibility with surroundings. Provide a list of accomplishments for person or group. 

            ________________ 

            ________________ 

            ________________ 

            ________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The HSOG will hold its spring 
antique auction on Friday, May 
23, at the Youth Temple, Ocean 
Grove. The auction will begin at 
6PM however items may be pre-
viewed starting at 4PM.  

Some of the items to be auc-
tioned are China, Pottery, Rose-
ville, Ruby Vases, Noritake, 
Hummel, Advertising, Photos, 
Prints, Concert Posters, View 
Books, Postcards, Trade Cards, 
Books, Linens, Dolls, Doll Furni-
ture, Antique Green Wicker Doll 
Carriage, Red Child’s Chair, 
Child’s Victorian Wicker Rockers, 
Dresser Scarves, Irish Linen Ta-
ble Cover, Crocheted Lace Table 
Cloth, White Wicker Plant Stand, 
Victorian Rocking Chair, Tobacco 
Silks, and lots of Asbury Park & 
Ocean Grove Collectible Memo-
rabilia including Early Souvenir 
China, Ruby Flashed Glass, 
Sterling Spoons, Pennants, Pro-
grams, and other Jersey Shore 
Items.   

A 10% buyers premium will be 
applied to all sales. Absentee 
bids are accepted if you are un-
able to attend. An itemized auc-
tion list is available at the Mu-
seum or online at our web site 
at www.oceangrovehistory.org. 
Refreshments will be available 
during the auction. For further 
information call 732-774-1869. 

DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
The Development Committee of 
the HSOG had a very successful 
year.  The goal of the Commit-
tee is to help plan a broad scope 
of fund raising avenues includ-
ing grants, special campaigns, 
informational handouts and bro-
chures, additional newsletters, 
and incentives for the member-
ship.  

A connection was established 
with the New Jersey Historical 
Commission, the New Jersey 
Cultural Trust, and the Mon-
mouth County Historical Com-
mission.  The result was grants 
of nearly $40,000 in project and 
operating grants.  In addition, 
the contract, work and site visit 
for a grant for the roof at Cen-

tennial Cottage was completed.     

Our capital campaign Our Mu-
seum which was instituted to 
pay down our $50,000 plus 
mortgage has raised almost 
$25,000, so we are half way to 
paying off the debt..  

Soon the Society will initiate The 
Rose Garden Remembrance at 
Centennial Cottage.  This is an 
opportunity to purchase an en-
graved brick with your name or 
the name of a loved one for a 
walk around the rose garden at 
the cottage.   

As the Society continues to 
grow, our needs continue to 
grow so our fund raising also 
needs to increase. 

An Operations Grant was presented to the Society in Trenton. Left to right are Larry 
Greene Historical Commission, Gail Shaffer Vice-President HSOG, Susan Roach Ad-
ministrative Assistant HSOG, Nina Mitchell Wells, Esq. Secretary of State, and Mark 
Mappen Director of Historical Commission. 

Antique Auction 
to be Held May 23  

                                                                                IN MEMORIAM  
The Society notes with regret the death of Dr. George Fey Stoll, 
1913-2008, on January 31, 2008. “Doc” will be particularly remem-
bered for his early leadership in the restoration of the Great Audito-
rium in the 1980’s. In 2007, the Society gave to Dr. Stoll a Special 
Recognition Award at the Beersheba Preservation Awards Dinner for 
this effort.  

Dr. Stoll will also be remembered as a Trustee of the Ocean Grove 
Camp Meeting Association and as an Ocean Grove beach lifeguard 
with his brothers, August and Otto. He was an Auditorium usher for 
over 50 years. 
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RETROSPECT 
By Richard Gibbons 

This year’s Museum exhibit will feature the 100th Anniversary of the Hope-Jones Or-
gan.  Because of our Exhibit we selected this particular Retrospect article.  It ap-
peared in the Ocean Grove Times . 

Centennials are very special milestones.  

Therefore it’s not too early to start thinking about 
a centennial gala for the Great Organ at the Audi-
torium….. 

The versatile “Royal Voice” of music, a product of 
the Hope-Jones organization, became an Audito-
rium fixture in 1908.  It was advertised at the time 
as the “largest organ in the world.”  Cost $26,000, 
half of which was donated by the Hope-Jones 
Company.  

after rank of pipes which occupy three levels of 
the eastern end of Auditorium-basement to ceiling.  

As a matter of fact, the very first edition of the or-
gan required wholesale reconstruction of most of 
the backstage area to accommodate its parts.  

At first, that caused some problems. The mam-
moth organ was so powerful that it just could not 
be served adequately by the electrical system 
which was then (1908) only fourteen years old.  It 
might be said that the instrument “limped through 
the first season.  But, Hope-Jones went back to 
the drawing boards, the kinks were found and cor-
rected and by the time the season of 1909 rolled 
around, there were no further reasons for com-
plaint.  

As a matter of fact, the National Convention of Or-
ganists gathered at Ocean Grove in August 1909 
and held a series of meaningful meetings dealing 
with this organ and the general topic of the organ 
as an important part of any religious service.  Will 
C. Macfarlane, Auditorium organist was president 
of the national association and one of his invited 
speakers was Dr. Aaron Ballard, Camp Meeting 
Association President.   

Said he: “We have found the Hope-Jones organ 
stifles its pretensions of being, with all its varied 
purposes, the best that modern science has pro-
duced.”  He added, “It’s the greatest organ in the 
land.”  

The first dress recital on the new organ had taken 
place July 3, 1908, with Mark Anderson of New 
York at the console.  The organ was dedicated in 
memory of Bishop James Newberry Fitzgerald, the 
second president of the Camp Meeting, who died 
in 1907.  

Let it be reported that the National Convention of 
Organists returned to Ocean Grove several times, 
with a  conference sometimes lasting ten days. 

Over the years, this great instrument has been 
modernized in every respect so as to keep up with 
the times.  A sophisticated electrical system is 
built into its complex mechanical framework.  It 
seems to sing as it accompanies anthems and 
hymns; it shouts when there are patriotic songs in 
the music rack, it whispers sometime during 
prayer and benediction.  Its four manual console 
spills forth the sounds of string, and brass, and 
woodwinds. reeds and tympani.  No symphony ex-
cels it. 

The organ extracts melodies from rank after rank  

We are trying to update our records.  
Please help by sending us your current 
email address and telephone number. 
Email us at info@oceangrovehistory.org. 

Don’t get closed out for our Fall Theatre 
Trip on October 24 to see Billy Elliott. Tick-
ets will go fast so call 732-774-1869 to re-
serve your seat.   
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CENTENNIAL COTTAGE   
It promises to be a busy summer 
at Centennial Cottage. This 
spring the cottage had a mini-
opening the first weekend in May 
to participate in the Monmouth 
County Historical Commission’s 
“A Weekend in Old Monmouth.” 
More than fifty people toured the 
cottage and enjoyed the  garden 
which was just beginning to 
bloom. 

The cottage will open officially  at 
the end of June.  New this sum-
mer is the Heritage Trail Marker 
provided to us by the state to 
commemorate the contribution to 
the suffrage movements made in 
Ocean Grove.  Information about 
the role of women in Ocean 
Grove will be available at the cot-
tage. 

In addition to the usual tours of 
the house, classes will be offered 
to acquaint visitors with activities 
from the Victorian Era. Classes 
on quilling, paper beading, callig-
raphy, and quilting will be offered 
in the cottage gardens. There  
also will be classes in crazy quilt-

ing on Monday but will be held in 
the Museum. Participation in the 
classes will require a small fee.  If 
interested, call the Museum for 
more details. 

The annual Teddy Bear Tea will 
be held on Wednesday, July 23 at 
noon beginning at the Museum, 
then continuing on to Centennial 
Cottage and the Starving Artist.   
The tea is aimed at the younger 
audience with their Teddy Bears 
and their adult guest. Advance 
registration is required. 

Visitors are invited to see the 
Cottage in a different light when 
the Illumination Garden Party is 
held on Friday, August  22.  The 
evening begins at 7:30PM as the 
gardens are lit with Chinese lan-
terns and moonlight.  Refresh-
ments will be served. 

Information on all of the summer 
activities will be available at the 
HSOG Museum. If you are inter-
ested in attending an event or 
being a docent at the Cottage, 
call (732) 774-1869. 

It is time to renew your member-
ship for the 2008—2009 fiscal year 
which runs July 1 through June 30. 
Your continued involvement will 
help support the many events that 
are planned for the upcoming sea-
son and the community services 
that the HSOG provides. 

Remember, your membership in-
cludes a 10% discount on museum 
store items purchased with cash, 
three newsletters with information 
on programs and activities, and 
access to the museum library and 
archives. And of course, pride and 
gratification in helping to protect 
the many treasures of Ocean Grove 
for future generations. 

For your convenience, there is an 
addressed envelope enclosed with 
your newsletter for your member-
ship renewal.  Not only is there a 
section for membership renewal 
but an area to complete if you 
would like to make an additional 
contribution.  

The State of New Jersey designated Ocean Grove a site on the Women’s Heritage 
Trail. In April this sign was placed at Centennial Cottage to commemorate Ocean 
Groves contributions to the suffrage movement. 

MEMBERSHIP 

   

 
 

     

   

 
 

     

New Members 

Jim & Carol Bickett- Plainfield 
Martha E. Rudrauff-Abington, PA 
R.J. Taylor, Taylor Publications-
Montgomery, TX                            
Peter & Lori Press-OG & New York 
Nora Nugent-Closter, NJ                
Elizabeth Richter-Ridgewood   
Lisa & Don Merseles–Edison     
Sari Ancona-Long Branch    
Tamar P. Martin- New York  
Camille & Aaron Stern-New York 
Elizabeth Wolny–Ocean Grove-
Janet Iannelli-Ridgewood        
Eric Waller & Marjorie Penrod-NY 
Marge Lee- Forty Fort, PA 
Stephen Erickson, Riverside ,RI 

New Patrons 
Robert Skold, Jr.-Greenwood Vil-
lage, CO 
Ocean Grove United              
Sawbucks Contracting LLC      
Majestic Hotel                       
Margaret J Cotton Photography 
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40th Anniversary House Tour 

The Historical Society of Ocean Grove will host its 
40th Anniversary House Tour on Friday, July 18, 
2008, from 10:30AM to 4:30PM.  It does not seem 
possible that the HSOG has held a house tour for 
forty years.  

One of our most popular summer activities, last 
year’s tour was a sell out.  For those who have 
never attended our house tour, it is a self-guided 
tour of sites within this Victorian community.  The 
2008 tour will include some of the loveliest and 
most historic houses in Ocean Grove, as well as 
several tents and Inns.  It will also include the 
Great Auditorium, the HSOG Museum, and Centen-
nial Cottage.  A new addition this year will be live 
music at intervals along the route.  Bus transpor-
tation will be provided along the tour route. 

The 2008 exhibit in the Philip May Gallery at the 
Museum will feature the Hope-Jones organ.  The 
organ will celebrate its 100th birthday on July 3.  In 
honor of this event, the Historical Society exhibit  
will tell the details and history of the magnificent 
instrument as well as stories and pictures of those 
who played the organ. 

“The first organ performance was given on Friday, 
but the instrument was not finally finished and 
dedicated until 14 September, 1908…..The organ 
proved an immediate popular success.  This was in 
no small part due to the organ’s extreme loudness 
which could be enjoyed some distance acoustically 
porous auditorium….Hope-Jones spent some time 
in Ocean Grove during subsequent season super-
vising additions” to the organ.  (Quotes above can 
be found in the book Hope-Jones by David H. Fox.) 

Tickets are a non-refundable donation of $25 in 
advance and $30 on the day of the tour.  Tickets 
are limited so we urge you to buy your tickets in 
advance so you will not be disappointed.  The 
ticket includes entry into all tour stops as well as 
light refreshments.  Tickets may be purchased at 
the HSOG Museum or by calling (732) 774-1869, 
check or charge: (Visa, Mastercard and Discover) 
or by mail: send check along with a self addressed 
stamped envelope to the HSOG, Attn: House Tour, 
PO Box 446, Ocean Grove, NJ 07756. 

On the day of the tour, tickets, if available, will be 
sold at the Museum, 50 Pitman Avenue, Ocean 
Grove, from 10AM to 1PM.  Reminder, last year all 
tickets were sold out by 11AM so purchase your 
tickets early.  Children under 12 are not admitted. 

Summer Exhibit to Feature 
Hope-Jones Organ  

Robert Hope-Jones, de-
signer and builder of organ 

Clarence Reynolds, the first 
to perform “The Storm” 

One of the historic houses that will be on the 2008 tour. 

Old metal sign  that will be on exhibit. 
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We need Centennial Cot-
tage and Museum Docents, 
call 732-774-1869.  

On June 27th, Ted Bell, noted 
Ocean Grove historian and 
HSOG member will lead an ar-
chitectural tour of the exteriors 
of the structures which won 
Beersheba Awards in 2008 (see 
article page 3). Ted will talk 
about the architectural style of 
each house as well as the 
unique features of each. The 
tour will begin at 6PM and end 
at dusk. There is no charge for 
this tour however it must be 
noted that there is a great deal 
of walking involved. 

Two exciting meetings are 
planned for the HSOG’s next 
two General Meetings in June 
and September 2008.  

On June 30th, John Shaw, cura-
tor of the Hope-Jones organ in 
the Great Auditorium will be the 
featured speaker. John has 
spent much of his life learning 
about and then restoring this 
magnificent instrument. This 
organ is one of the largest in 
the world. The lecture will in-
clude the history of the organ as 
well as the intricacies of how it 
works. 

Speaking at the September 
22nd meeting will be the author,  
Perdita Buchan, who wrote Uto-
pia New Jersey for the Rutgers 
Press. This book talks about ex-
periments in achieving the ideal 
living community. Ms. Buchan is 
a resident of Ocean Grove.  

Two special walking tours have 
been added to the schedule 
which will highlight the organ 
lecture in the Auditorium at 
11AM and the organ concert 
from 12-1PM. This tour will be-
gin at 10:30AM at the HSOG 
Museum. 

Dates for these special tours are 
July 2nd and July 30th. On 
these special tours all fees will 
be donated to the organ fund.  

The regular tours will be held on 
Wednesday and Friday at 1PM 
and Saturday at 11AM. We re-
quest a $6.00 donation. 

All tours feature the highlights 
of our Ocean Grove Museum, an 
inside tour and lecture on the 
Auditorium, and a walk through 
the tent colony and a visit to a 
tent interior. In addition, partici-
pants visit Centennial Cottage   
to see how early residents in the 
1800s lived.  Refreshments at 
the Cottage will be served.  

Bell to Host Beer-
sheba Award 
Winners  Tour 

One of last year’s winners was the 
home of Dr. Paul & Eileen Goldfinger, 
113 Mt. Hermon Way. 

John Shaw to 
Speak at June 
HSOG Meeting 

Two Organ Tours 
to be Added to 
Walking Tour 

Tour guides this year from left to right 
are: Ted Bell, Susan Goodman, Gail 
Shaffer, Linda Pollock, and Marty 
Rakita, missing Bob Waitt.  

Summer Craft 
Workshops 

Pictured here is an example of a 
crazy quilt. Designing and put-
ting together a crazy quilt is one 
of the workshops to be held this 
summer at Centennial Cottage 
and the Museum.  We suggest 
you make reservations early for 
these classes as space is lim-
ited. The fee for each workshop 
session is only $15.00. 

The Ocean Grove Antiques 
and Collectibles Show date 
has been moved to October 
11th. 

We welcome our newest volun-
teer, Kasia Katarzyna Hill, who 
has been so ably assisting us 
with the HSOG archives. 

Hill Joins Archive 
Staff 



Spring, 2008 HSOG Newsletter Page  10 

 

Victorian Views from the Past 

Once again, the vast HSOG ar-
chives has turned up another 
gem! We have uncovered many 
glass negatives depicting life in 
Ocean Grove from days gone 
by. Our Technology Committee 
Chair, Darrell DuFresne, has 
done a wonderful job of turning 
these fragile negatives into 
beautiful photos that look like 
they were taken yesterday! 
Some of the negatives we have 
processed include tents, people, 
children, homes, businesses, 
and scenes from the North End 
Boardwalk. This year one of our 
mini exhibits will include the 
glass negatives with the photos. 
We will be selecting a few that 
will be framed and sold at the 
Museum only for the 2008 sea-
son. They will be replaced with other photos in coming years. Come tour the Museum, see our display, and 
purchase, for a limited time, a one of a kind photo. 

Thou Shall Not 
Compiled from The New York Times by David H. Fox 

August 2, 1895 

Cigars and tobacco are also on 
the black list, and smoking 
within a block of the auditorium 
is punished by arrest. In years 
past, however, the hotel keep-
ers have violated the rule pro-
hibiting the sale of cigars and 
cigarettes. They did not expose 
the articles for sale publicly, but 
guests could drop their nickel or 
dime in a box and the cigar was 
handed to them by the clerk. 

The Rev. Dr. E. H. Stokes, who 
has been President of the asso-
ciation since its formation, 
learned that the hotel men were 
peddling cigars to guests, and to 
say that he was horrified would 
be expressing it all too mildly, 
for the good doctor was almost 
thrown into spasms. 

"What! Sell cigars in Ocean 
Grove in defiance of the rules of 
the Camp Meeting of the Meth-
odist Episcopal Church?" he 
gasped after recovering from his  

astonishment. "Who is the daring 
sinner?"  he queried.  The names 
of the offenders were furnished 
to the Doctor, and in a jiffy they 
were summoned to answer for 
their presumption. One, bolder 
than his fellows, informed the 
head of the association that he 
had violated the rule and had 
been doing so for three years.  
He further stated that no first-
class hotel could flourish unless 
cigars were furnished its guests. 

Dr. Stokes listened to the plain-
tive story of the hotel keeper, 
and then replied: "No cigars can 
be sold in Ocean Grove." That 
was all he said, but his looks de-
noted that he meant every word 
of it. The hotel men who had 
been violating the rule left the 
Doctor's presence cast down and 
dejected. Today you cannot buy 
a cigar at any price. 

July 6, 1907 

An edict against the sale of 
chewing gum from the booth 

adjacent to the approach to the 
bridges spanning Wesley Lake 
was issued this week by Vice 
President Aaron E. Ballard, the 
acting head of the Camp Meeting 
Association. The good leader, in 
promulgating the ban, declared 
that the chewing of gum too 
much resembled the obnoxious 
practice of chew tobacco, so 
there will be no more wagging of 
Methodist jaws in the vicinity of 
Wesley Lake, unless the ladies of 
the resort, who are the principal 
offenders, induce the venerable 
divine to recall what they desig-
nate his cruel edict. 
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Historical Society of Ocean Grove 
P.O. Box 446 
Ocean Grove, NJ  07756 
www.oceangrovehistory.org 

PRSRT STD 
US POSTAGE PAID 

RED BANK, NJ 
PERMIT NO. 313 

Please Join Us - HSOG Membership Form 

Your membership will help to support the work of the Society and is tax deductible. 
Name:______________________________________________________  Date: _____________________    

Permanent Address: ________________________________  City/State/Zip: ________________________ 

E-mail Address: ______________________________________________  Telephone: ________________ 

Summer Address (if not same): __________________________________  Telephone: ________________ 
 Annual Individual $20 
 Annual Senior (62 & over) $10 
 Annual Student $10 

 Annual Family (2 Adults/children under 18) $35 
 Life, Individual $250 
 Patron, Corporate $200 

Please return form to: HSOG, Box 446, Ocean Grove, NJ. 07756 

MEMBERSHIP 

     We are always looking for new members to 
help preserve Ocean Grove’s history.  Now is the 
time to join or renew your membership.  If you 
have done so already we thank you.  Because of 
rising costs of maintenance and utilities, dona-
tions are welcome too!  Membership dues help to 
cover the costs of advertising special events and 
mailing newsletters.  

REMEMBER US IN YOUR WILL 

     Through your participation you assist our Soci-
ety in preserving and educating people about the 
proud history of Ocean Grove and the Camp 
Meeting heritage.  You can continue helping this 
task even after your passing by remembering the 
Historical Society of Ocean Grove in your will.  We 
are registered with the Internal Revenue Service 
as a 501(3)(C) non-profit organization.  Your at-
torney or financial advisor can assist you in re-
membering us.  

 New  Renewal 

     The Historical Society of Ocean Grove has re-
ceived an operating support grant from the New 
Jersey Historical Commission, a division of the 
Department of State. 
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