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The HSOG is a non-profit 
501(3)(C) independent 
organization. This newsletter 
is published by the HSOG 
and it is written and 
edited by its members.

Plan your next Family Celebration in our beautiful Cottage garden
for reservations and fees call the HSOG office

Mark Your Calendar
Mon. June 29, 2009

7:00 p.m.

Francis Asbury 
Manor

GENERAL MEETING
Open to the public
 Speaker: Tim Hart

Pirates of the Jersey 
Shore

The HSOG will hold its 41st Annual House Tour 
on Friday, July 17, 2009 from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. The House Tour was very successful again 
last year, and we anticipate another sellout this 
year.  The tour always includes some of the 
loveliest and most historic homes in Ocean Grove 
as well as at least one tent, the Great Auditorium, 
Centennial Cottage and the HSOG Museum. Music 
will be provided at several locations.

Tickets are $25 in advance and $30 on the day of 
the tour; however, tickets are nonrefundable.  
Tickets are limited so you are urg are urged to 
buy them in advance to avoid disappointment. 
Tickets which include entry into all tour stops 
may be purchased at the HSOG Museum, by 
calling (732) 774-1869, or by mail.  Check or 
credit card (Visa, MasterCard, or Discovery) may 
be used. If requesting tickets by mail please 
include a stamped, self addressed envelope 
along with your check to HSOG, attn: House 
Tour, P.O. Box 446, Ocean Grove, NJ 07756.

The tour will go forward rain or shine. Children under 
twelve are not admitted.

41st Annual 
  HouseTour 
     July 17

Treat your guests 
to a Summer Walking Tour
Do you have two hours to spare once during the 
summer?  Why not join us for one of the Ocean 
Grove HSOG walking tours?  Every Wednesday and 
Friday at 1:00 p.m. and Saturdays at 11:00 a.m. the 
Historical Society will sponsor a walking tour 
around the Great Auditorium area.  Included in the 
tour are the Great Auditorium, the Museum, 
Centennial Cottage, a tent, and other historic build-
ings around the park. Following the tour light 
refreshments will be served in the gardens at 
Centennial Cottage. Tours begin at the museum, 
Wednesday, June 24 and continue through Friday, 
September 11.

Guides this year are Marty Rakita, Susan Goodman, 
Bob Waitt, Linda Pollack, Ted Bell, and Gail 
Shaffer.  A $6 donation is requested at the begin-
ning of the tour. 



President’s Message
Our 2009 season has started with two 
very successful events.  On April 18th, 
the annual Postcard Show had 309 
attendees.  Leah Emmons provided 
a wonderful presentation on the Ocean Grove 
Carousel at the April 27th General Meeting. 
Fast approaching is our May 23rd Antiques 
Auction and May 28th South Pacific Theatre 
Trip.  
In an effort to expand New Jersey-wide 
collaboration, understanding, and awareness 
of Ocean Grove’s history, we will 
be hosting the NJ League of Historical 
Societies’ summer meeting on June 13th.  
Representatives from all over our state 
will be in attendance and will hear presenta-
tions and enjoy tours on Ocean Grove’s 
importance in National history.  Also, for the 
second summer, we will be providing 
walking tours and a special historical 
presentation as a part of Destination Opera 
2009 during the weekend of September 
11-13 for the NJ State Opera.  
We need volunteer docents for Centennial 
Cottage and the Museum.  This is a fabulous 
way to learn about Ocean Grove history.  
Docents cover two-hour periods 
of time, and can set the frequency to partici-
pate during the summer months.  Please call 
732-774-1869 today to sign-up!  

Treasurer’s Report 
By Herb Bachmann
I am happy to report that continuing donations for 
the “Your Museum Fund” has brought the balance 
of our mortgage down to $18,000.  The campaign 
to pay down the mortgage has reduced our 
monthly payment over 60% thus enabling the 
Society to improve our services and access.   We 
will continue to keep this account active with the 
goal of paying off the mortgage completely.  Those 
interested in donating to this effort should 
earmark their donation for “Your Museum Fund”.

Engagement Announced
We are happy to announce the engagement
of Linda Pollack and John Bauer. Linda is a 
valuable member of the HSOG serving as a docent 
in the Museum as well as one of our walking-tour 
guides.  The wedding is planned for 
the end of June.

Antique Auction
Saturday, May 23rd  
The HSOG will hold its annual spring auction on 
Saturday morning, May 23. A preview will be held 
from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. on the day of the 
auction. The auction will begin at 11:00 a.m. 

Some of the items to be sold are Nuttings, oak 
rocker, trunk, toys, linens, textiles, vintage 
children’s books, pottery ( Roseville, Weller, etc.) 
dolls, Steiff,  baseball collectibles, tobacco silks, 
child’s antique wicker rocker, glassware, Victorian 
beach chair and folding chair, Nippon, Lenox, 
Christmas items, doll high chair, wicker doll 
carriage, paintings, Bessie Pease Gutman print, 
vintage table, vintage clothing, postcards, box lots 
of ephemera, corner shelves, lots of Asbury Park 
and Ocean Grove collectibles, and memorabilia 
including early souvenir china, ruby flash glass, 
sterling spoons, pennants, and other Jersey Shore 
items plus much more. 

Absentee bids will be accepted. Auction lists are 
available at the Museum for $3. A 10% buyer’s 
premium will be charged on all items bought at the 
auction. Food service will be available.

Founders’ Park Fountain
to be Restored
The once beautiful Fitzgerald Fountain in Founders’ 
Park, at the corner of Surf and Central Avenue, has 
aged rather badly. It was erected around the turn of 
the 20th century, and the years have not treated it 
well. It is presently being used as a planter.  

The HSOG is in the process of restoring it to its 
original beauty as a fountain. The committee has 
done considerable research and has located two 
molds that were used to cast the original fountain.  
These molds were quite a find.

We are fundraising for this project. A gift as a 
memorial, for a birthday, or a donation for any 
other reason will help us raise the money for this 
grand transformation. Just designate your gift “for 
the fountain” and it will go to this important 
project.
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Centennial Cottage Report
Centennial Cottage will celebrate its 40th 
anniversary this year as a museum with a 
variety of events scheduled for the upcoming 
months.

The cottage will be opening the last week of 
June for visitors and walking tours.  We are 
proud to share Ocean Grove's history with our 
guests and look forward to the annual House 
Tour on July 17 when we will have the oppor-
tunity to interact with so many visitors.

The annual Teddy Bear Tea* will be held on 
Wednesday, July 22, 12:00 noon - 2:00 p.m.  
Children and their teddy bears are invited to 
participate in numerous "teddy bear" activities 
and will finish their day at The Starving Artist 
for a "tea" and light lunch. Children (5-11/yrs. 
old) must be accompanied by an adult.

On Friday, July 24, an Illumination Party* will 
take place in the gardens of Centennial Cottage 
at 7:30 p.m.  During the evening a ceremony 
will be held to dedicate the Rose Garden 
Remembrance. Come and remember those 
members of Ocean Grove's community. Plan 
to also share an evening of conversation, 
memories, and light refreshments.  In the 
event of rain, the events will be held at the 
museum. The cost of the Illumination party is 
$10.00 per person. What could be more 
enjoyable than being outdoors on a summer 
day enjoying the idyllic setting of the cottage 
gardens?  Throughout the summer, a number 
of workshops will be presented either in the 
gardens or in the museum for a nominal fee.  
Crafters will offer workshops on a variety of 
topics. Last year's participants responded 
enthusiastically to our workshop offerings, and 
at the end of each session left with new skills, 
ideas, and friends.  See the list in the newsletter 
for all the workshops, dates, and fees.

Finally, none of these events are possible 
without you!  Your involvement allows us to 
present educational activities.  Please consider 
attending an event or even volunteering.  
Docents are needed to ensure we can 
continue to open the cottage throughout the 
summer.  Thank you in advance for all your 
support.

* Requires pre-registration and a fee

Photo from left to right are Marc Mappen, Executive Director, NJHC; Nina Mitchell Wells, Secretary of State; Rose Myers, HSOG 
Grant Chairperson; Gail Shaffer, HSOG Vice-President; Assemblywoman Mary Pat Angelini and Susan Cohen, Board Member 
of NJ Historical Commission.   

Historical Society saluted at the State Capital
On March 16, the Historical Society of Ocean Grove was saluted at a Photo- Op recognition 
event in the State House Annex in Trenton.  This event, sponsored by the Historical Commis-
sion and the New Jersey Cultural Trust divisions of the NJ Department of State, was designed 
to recognize history organization
and individual historians who received grants in the 2009 fiscal year and to thank the mem-
bers of the New Jersey Legislature for its support.

Secretary of State Nina Mitchell Wells said, "We are truly proud of our grant recipients for 
the work they do. Not only do they enhance pride in our communities; they also produce an 
economic benefit by encouraging tourism."

Second Annual 
Garden Tour August 7
The second annual Garden Tour will be held Friday, August 7.  The tour will be from 10 a.m. 
until 4 p.m. and held rain or shine. Proceeds from the tour will go to the Angel of Victory Fund. 

Included in the tour will be some of the loveliest gardens of Ocean Grove, both private and 
public.  Many are quite unique due to the space limitations in the community.  New this year 
will be seminars on gardening.  Door prizes will be given and refreshments will be served 
in the Centennial Cottage garden.

Tickets will be available beginning June 1 at the HSOG Museum.  Donation is $15.
 
Summer exhibit to feature 
Ocean Grove Businesses Then & Now
The 2009 exhibit in the Philip May Gallery will feature businesses in Ocean Grove from the past.  The 
exhibit will open Friday, June 13th at 10:00 a.m.  Museum hours for the summer will be Monday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. Friday and Saturday we are open from 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  
On Saturday, June 20, the Museum will be closed in the afternoon for docent orientation.  

The exhibit will include pictures and memorabilia from Nagels’, Day’s, the Sampler Inn and other 
businesses found on Main, Pitman, and Olin Streets.  Of interest to many will be the section showing hotels 
of the past along with pictures of how they appear today.  

The window will feature an early dentist office as it would have existed in the late 1800’s. This window 
exhibit is courtesy of Dr. Dale C. Whilden, L.L.C. 
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This year celebrates the 40th Anniversary of the opening 
of Centennial Cottage on McClintock Street. The charm 
of the cottage and its surrounding gardens has been 
burnished through the years and its historical accuracy 
enhanced by the dedicated HSOG volunteers.

As part of the celebration we are creating an engraved 
brick border around the exquisite rose garden. Perhaps 
you may choose to remember a loved one, or have your 
name or your family's name engraved on a brick or two.

The cost is just $100 for three lines with up to thirteen 
characters to a line. We are planning a dedication at the 
Lumination Party on July 24th at 7:30 p.m. In order to 
have your brick included in the initial dedication,
please return your payment and form in the enclosed 
envelope by June 3rd.

Rose Garden Remembrance celebrates Centennial 
Cottage’s 40th Anniversary.

Your Brick is the perfect way to say thanks!

Name

Address

City                                                                             Zip

Telephone

Rose Garden Remembrance

The maximum is three lines with up to thirteen letters in a line. 

Please print your request below.  Looking forward to receiving your dedication.

  Your Inscription
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December
October

September

August
May

June

July

Book & Paper Show Youth Temple 9am-4pm

April 27  Mon. General Meeting 
& Program Francis Asbury Manor

May 2&3  Sat. & Sun. Monmouth County 
Self Guided Tour

May 23  Sat. Antiques Auction 12-5pm 
Youth Temple Preview 9am-11am

May 28  Thur. Spring Theatre Trip NYC
“South Pacific” 

May 30  Sat. Re-opening of Museum

June 22  Mon. 14th Annual Beersheba 
Preservation Awards Banquet*

June 24  Wednesday, Friday, Saturday
Walking Tours begin

June 26  Fri.  Preservation Awards 
Walking Tour 6:30 pm meet at the Museum

June 29  Mon. General Meeting 
& Program Francis Asbury Manor

July 6  Mon Cottage Workshop
Take the Hard out of Hardanger*

July 8  Wed. Cottage Workshop
Take the Hard out of Hardanger*

July 10  Fri. Cottage Workshop
Take the Hard out of Hardanger*

July 17  Fri. 41st Annual House Tour
Museum/Town,  Admission fee

July 20 Mon. Cottage Workshop
Paper Beads 10:30-12:30 Centennial Cottage

July 22  Wed. Teddy Bear Tea* 12pm 
Museum, Starving Artist & Centennial 
Cottage Workshop

July 23  Thurs. Cottage Workshop*
Paper Quilling at the Cottage 
10:30am-12:30am

July 24  Fri. Cottage Workshop* Calligraphy, 
Cottage Illumination Party 7:30pm Cottage

July 27  Mon Fri. Cottage Workshop*
Christmas in July Quilting 2pm-4pm Cottage

July 29  Wed. Cottage Workshop* Christmas
in July Holiday Paper Crafts 2pm-4pm Cottage

July 31  Fri. Cottage Workshop*
Christmas in July, Oh Tannenbaum 
Yo Yo Trees 2pm-4pm Com. Center

August 7  Fri.  Angel of Victory Garden Tour
10am-4pm

August 8  Sat. Ocean Grove History Day
10am-Noon Community Center

August 10  Mon. Executive Board Meeting

August 12  Wed. Cottage Workshop* 
Children’s Handkerchief Doll Making 2pm-4pm

August 14  Fri. Cottage Workshop*  Vintage 
Sewing Techniques 10:30am-12:30pm Cottage

August 22 Sat.  Annual Post Card & Antique Show
10am-4pm  Auditorium Pavilion

September 4  Fri. Annual Ocean Grove Auction
(preview 3-5pm) 5pm Youth Temple

September 21  Mon. Annual General Meeting & 
Program Francis Asbury Manor

September 26 Sat. Mt. Tabor New Jersey
Town & House Tour*

October 10  Sat. 5th Annual Ocean Grove Antique
& Collectible Show 10am-4pm Youth Temple

December 12, 13 Sat. & Sun. Dollhouses of the Past
Exhibit Museum Sat. 11am-4pm Sun. 12pm-4pm

* Requires pre-registration & fee
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Ted Bell to Host 
Beersheba Winners’ Tour
On Friday, June 26, Ted Bell, well-known Ocean 
Grove historian, HSOG member, and tour leader 
will host an architectural tour of the exteriors of 
structures that are Beersheba Award winners for 
2009. Ted will talk about the architectural style 
of each house as well as the unique features of 
each.  The tour will begin at 6:00 p.m. at the 
HSOG Museum. There is no charge for the tour, 
however it must be noted there is a great deal of 
walking involved.

One of the 2008 winners year’s tour was the home of 
Mary Beth Robb. (90 Broadway)

Beersheba Dinner June 22nd
The 14th annual Beersheba Awards Dinner will be held Monday, June 22, at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Starving Artist Restaurant at Days.  This year’s awards will honor homeowners, businesses, 
and individuals who have contributed their time and effort to renovate, restore, and/or 
generate activities that are in keeping with the history and traditions of Ocean Grove.   

We invite you to participate in these very special awards by submitting nominations using 
the form provided below, of individuals, businesses, or organizations whose efforts to 
enhance our town merit recognition. Categories include civic, homeowners, commer-
cial, and streetscape.  

We also invite our members to join us in support of the Historical Society at a delicious 
buffet dinner the evening of the awards. Space is limited so we encourage our members 
to purchase tickets for the evening at their earliest convenience. Cost is $30 per person. 
We look forward to members and friends joining us for this celebration of our town and 
its many historical treasures. It is only through our shared commitment and stewardship 
of Ocean Grove that we can hope to share the beauty of our town with generations to 
come. Please help us honor those who have committed themselves to this work.

Reasons should consider the visual composition of the restoration effort, correctness of 
materials, Victorian expression, and compatibility with surroundings. Provide a list of 
accomplishments for person or group.
 

Nomination Form for Historical Preservation Award
We wish to nominate the following:

Commercial     Residential

Person or Group     Streetscape

Name of Nominee

Address       Phone

Provide your name and phone number:        
Return by May 28, 2009, to: HSOG, Post Office Box 446, Ocean Grove, NJ 07756

Please reserve your places for the Awards Banquet Buffet Dinner
(Enclosed is $30.00 for each reservation)                         Tables for 4, 6, or 8; indicate your tablemates

Cost includes: Salad Greens, Rigatoni with Sun-Dried Tomato Cream Sauce, Breast of Chicken with Artichokes & Capers, Roast Beef Carving Station, 
Roasted Rosemary Potatoes, Grilled Asparagus, Whipped Cream Sheet-Cake, Beverages, and Gratuity.

Name       

Address      City      State        Zip

Phone           E-Mail       

Please send Check to: HSOG  P.O. Box 446, Ocean Grove, NJ 07756-0446  Deadline: June 19, 2009 Make checks payable to HSOG 
or you may charge on your Visa, MasterCard or Discover by calling the Museum at 732-774-1869

Note: Limited seating available
 

Please list below the reasons that you feel are significant in support of this nomination.



In memory 
Fred Herbst
1921-2009

To Our Friends in Ocean Grove,
You may not be aware that each summer season over 5,000 people participate 
in our delightful historic and cultural activities. Perhaps, you were one of them. 
We thank you and trust you had a rewarding Ocean Grove experience.

We are reaching out to you now to become a member of the Historical Society 
of Ocean Grove and to help us continue our outreach to the community and 
maintain our beautiful museum and the Centennial Cottage.

Our annual membership is only $20 and if you are a senior just $10.  You will 
receive our newsletters which will keep you updated on all our activities, and a 
10% discount on cash purchases at our gift shop in the museum. You can 
research the history of your home and access the museum library and archives 
which include the digitized Ocean Grove Times and early Asbury Park Press. 
But, most of all, your participation will broaden our base of operations, protect 
the many treasures of Ocean Grove for future generations and help us continue 
to bring wonderful events to the community at large.

After much discussion of the pros and cons of lifetime membership, the execu-
tive board at a recent meeting voted to eliminate this category of membership.  
However, you will be grandfathered in this category if you are already a lifetime 
member.  A new annual category, Sustaining Membership, will be added in its 
place for those who would like to donate at a higher level.
This requires an amendment to the by-laws which will be moved for affirmation 
at the June 29th General Membership Meeting. Fill out the form below and 
return it in enclosed envelope. 

To our Members 
We thank you for your loyalty

We invite you to renew
We Need You!

COST: FRONT MEZZANINE – $140.00
Bus arrives at 3:00pm at Fireman’s Park, Main Ave. Ocean Grove,
(Bus will leave as soon as everyone arrives, but no later than 3:30pm)
Destination- Nederlander Theatre- 208 W 41st St. (Broadway & 7th Ave.)
(Cost includes ticket and bus transportation) 
Sponsored by the Historical Society of Ocean Grove
Make check payable to the Historical Society of Ocean Grove
And send to HSOG, PO Box 446, Ocean Grove, NJ 07756
You may also use a credit card to purchase tickets
For more information call the Museum at 732-774-1869 
or Phil May at 732-775-4653

GUYS

AND

DOLLS
GUYS

AND

DOLLS
THEATER PARTY

FRIDAY EVENING, SEPTEMBER 25, 2009
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 Historical Society Tel. 732-774-1869

To our Friends in Ocean Grove
We invite you to join us

We Need You!

Join Today !
 It Gets Better Every Year

SPECIAL
EDITION
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